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Information Note 

 
OPTION C: COMMUNITY SELF-
DEVELOPMENT 
 
The flow chart below describes the process for communities to secure the 
opportunity to develop wind generation schemes on the national forest estate 
(NFE) through the National Forest Land Scheme (NFLS). 
 
The process has been developed to provide a reasonable timetable for 
Community Groups to register an interest, undertake initial feasibility work, 
ensure they meet the NFLS eligibility criteria and prepare an NFLS application. 
The application to use the NFLS will then be assessed by the Independent NFLS 
Evaluation Panel. The opportunity is only available to community groups. 
 
The option is available on the areas of the NFE which are indicated on FCS' Map 
Viewer at: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/INFD-857DT5 
 
This document should be read in conjunction with the NFLS guidance booklet 
(www.forestry.gov.uk/nfls), and the more detailed information on community 
options at: www.forestry.gov.uk/communitiesandrenewables  
 
For wind generation schemes, groups must register an interest before 31 
January 2013.  
 
Complementary development 
 
To ensure that the development of wind generation schemes on the NFE are 
complementary, FCS will consult with FCS’ existing wind development partner(s) 
in the area to determine if a community proposal is likely to have any detrimental 
impacts on any of their proposed projects. For example, physical impact on wind 
speeds, cumulative visual and landscape impact could be relevant. These and 
other factors will have to be considered when assessing a specific proposal, and 
can only be done on a case-by-case basis.  
 
To assist this process FCS has sub-divided the area of the NFE available for 
community-led wind projects: 
 

 Area 1 (marked in red on the map) is the land with possibly a greater risk 
of impacting on an existing project, and therefore, if a community-led 
project is allowed to proceed conditions may be applied, for example on 
size and exact location; and 
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 Area 2 (marked in blue on the map) is the land where there may be a 
lesser impact - but an assessment is still required for each proposal and 
conditions may still be applied. 

 
Community groups registering an interest will be informed by FCS if a proposal 
can proceed to the next stage and any associated conditions. FCS is likely to 
agree to a community group proceeding with the development of an NFLS 
application unless it will have a negative impact on a proposed project.  
 
How to get involved?  
 
Community Groups are encouraged to make early contact with FCS providing an 
Ordnance Survey grid reference and the "wood reference number" (from the FCS 
Map Viewer) for the site they are interested in developing 
(contactFoRe@forestry.gsi.gov.uk). FCS can then provide any relevant 
background data it has available. If a group is still interested in developing a site, 
having received this information, it should then formally register an interest by 
completing and submitting the Expressions of Interest Form (can be downloaded 
from: www.forestry.gov.uk/communitiesandrenewables. FCS will then inform the 
group if they can proceed with the process outlined in the following flow chart: 
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